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visible expression of the power of the com-
munity generated a self-confidence and a
spirit of generous comradery in the mind
of the young soldier; the courage which it
gave, the habit of standing upright in any
presence, the belief that back of the voice
lay the strong arm, were parts of the educa-
tion of such men as Webster.

Of the more specific literary education I
have already spoken. Webster's training
as a scholar was that of other Americans of
his day, neither better nor worse; and in-
deed there was not much to choose between
the chances of town and country. So late
as 1813 Mr. George Ticknor, in his remi-
niscences, relates his. difficulties in undertak-
ing the study of German in Boston: " At
Jamaica Plains there was a Dr. Brosius, a
native of Strasburg, who gave instruction
in mathematics. He was willing to do what
he could for me in German, but he warned
me that his pronunciation was very bad, as
was that of all Alsace, which had become a
part of France. Nor was it possible to get
books. I borrowed a Meidinger's grammar,
French and German, from my friend Mr.
Everett, and sent to New Hampshire, where.